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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: GABRIOLA, 1523 DAVIE STREET, VANCOUVER

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: GABRIOLA

Address: 1523 Davie Street, Vancouver, British Columbia
Original Owner: Benjamin Tingley Rogers

Architect: Samuel Maclure

Date of Construction: 1900-1901

Description of the Historic Place

Gabriola, located at the corner of Davie Street and Nicola Street in the West End neighbourhood
of Vancouver, is a two and one-half storey estate house characterized by its Gabriola Island
sandstone block construction, a bellcast hipped roofline, sandstone chimneys, dormers, and
decorative brackets. The house is located on a large, landscaped lot, with views to English Bay.

Heritage Value of the Historic Place

Gabriola is valued for its association with the early development of Vancouver’s West End
neighbourhood; its ownership by the influential Rogers family and later, the Bentall family; and its
transitional Victorian-era architecture, as designed by prominent architect Samuel Maclure, along
with stained glasswork by Henry Bloomfield and Sons, and stonework by John Wills Bruce.

Completed in 1901, Gabriola is one of the oldest surviving houses and last of the mansions to be
built in the West End neighbourhood. The West End was close to downtown, yet far enough from
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the working harbour and industrial activity to attract the growing city’s professionals and many
handsome residences, such as Gabriola, were constructed. Originally dominating half a city block,
the Gabriola estate would come to feature a gardener’s cottage, conservatory, greenhouses and
tennis courts before being subdivided and converted to apartments. Although the building’s use
and the surrounding context and density have changed significantly over time, Gabriola remains
an historic community landmark that is linked to the original character of the West End.

Gabriola exemplifies ties to a wealthy industrialist, American-born Benjamin Tingley Rogers, who
became one of Vancouver’s most well-known, influential, and successful businessmen of the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The Rogers family had been in the sugar refining
business in the United States since the late 1860s. Following the death of his father, B.T. Rogers
struck out on his own, first in New York and then Montreal, before settling in Vancouver and
establishing the B.C. Sugar Company & Refinery. The success of the refinery ensured the Rogers
family enjoyed an opulent lifestyle that included many servants, extensive travelling, and rare
luxuries; Rogers was one of the first in Vancouver to own an automobile. Originally settling on
Georgia Street, the Rogers’ had their second family home constructed on Davie Street, with
commanding views of English Bay. The Rogers family lived in the Davie Street mansion while
beginning construction on their third, and biggest, home, which would become the Shannon
estate on Granville Street at 57™ Avenue. However, B.T. Rogers’ sudden death in 1918 altered the
family’s course. Left with multiple properties, Mrs. Rogers entered into a business agreement with
Charles Bentall, of the powerful Dominion Construction Company, in 1925, under which Mrs.
Rogers financed the adaptation of Gabriola into six apartments, along with the addition of a new,
adjacent building. The new development was known as the Angus Apartments, after Mrs. Rogers’
maiden name, and Charles and Edna Bentall eventually moved into the building. Charles later
relocated to the main floor of the Gabriola mansion with his second wife, Marion, where he would
remain until his death in 1974. Dominion Construction would subsequently refurbish the estate for
use as a restaurant, beginning in 1978.

Gabriola is an excellent and unique example of transitional Victorian-era, Picturesque Eclecticism
architecture in Vancouver. Designed by prolific local architect Samuel Maclure, the estate house
features an expanded foursquare plan with hallmarks of Victorian styles, such as Queen Anne and
Richardsonian Romanesque, including its stone construction and elaborately carved terracotta
fireplace, while also incorporating elements of more progressive Classicism. Built at the
conclusion of the Victorian era, the house was one of the largest early commissions for Maclure;
the contract afforded him extensive press coverage and an elevated reputation for sophisticated
design. Samuel Maclure is recognized as one of the most influential architects in British Columbia
and Gabriola remains one of his most well known designs. Additionally, Gabriola features intricate
stained glass throughout, which was designed by the renowned firm of Henry Bloomfield and
Sons; their work is exemplified by the elaborate art-themed tripartite assembly on the main stair
landing. The mansion also features intricate stonework, both on the interior and exterior, carved
by John Wills Bruce, who is also known for carving the stone lions at the VVancouver Courthouse,
which is now the Vancouver Art Gallery.

Character-Defining Elements

The elements that define the heritage character of Gabriola are its:

Exterior:

- location on Davie Street in the West End neighbourhood of Vancouver;

DONALD LUXTON & ASSOCIATES INC. JANUARY 2017
2



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: GABRIOLA, 1523 DAVIE STREET, VANCOUVER

estate-like setting with house set back from both Davie Street and Nicola Street and an
extensive landscape featuring mature trees and a surrounding wrought iron fence with stone
pillars, detailed panel motifs and gates;

grand residential form, scale and massing, as expressed by its: asymmetrical plan; two and
one-half storey plus basement height with main floor set above grade; exaggerated, bellcast,
slate-covered hipped-roof with flat top; carved closed brackets; bellcast hipped-roof dormers,
clad in wood and flanked by vertical wooden knee brackets; flat-roofed extension to the east;
and flat-roofed porte-cochére with coffered soffits, metal dentil coursing, robust square stone-
columns, and wood columns;

masonry construction, featuring smooth, pitch-faced, and tooled Gabriola Island sandstone
block with tuck pointed red mortar, accented by wooden elements; and concrete foundation
and basement;

transitional Victorian-era architecture, featuring: an enclosed circular corner gazebo, originally
open, with conical roof structure and wood columns; carved frieze with stylized seahorses and
human profiles separating the first and second floor; Art Nouveau carved figures fixed to
pilasters that flank the front door; stone front door surround featuring chamfered edges with
carved detailing; wooden column-style mullions with capitals; ‘R’ and ‘BTR’ cartouche
sculptures; wooden dentil coursing at the dormer, main roof structure, and mid-section trim
levels; semi-circular main floor bay window; wooden balustrade of the front entryway;
rectangular bays; and masonry water table;

variety of original wood window assemblies, including: tripartite fixed stained glass panels on
the main staircase featuring female figures with native plants and the Latin motto “Sapienti
omnis gratissima ars” (to a wise man all arts are most welcome); fixed stained glass transom
panel above the front door assembly; single-hung windows with stained glass transoms,
including the rounded bay grouping on the main floor; and triple assembly double-hung
windows in the dormers with ornamented wood mullions;

original solid oak double front door assembly with iron accents, original hardware featuring
the ‘BTR” monogram on the door knobs, and sidelight windows; and

four internal Gabriola sandstone stack chimneys with corbelled stone caps and multiple pots.

Interior:

progressive succession of rooms radiating from the central entry hall;

grand, dog-leg staircase with turned balusters and square newel posts and facing rounded
‘balconies’ at the landing and second floor levels;

hardwood floors;

multi-coloured marble mosaic on the entryway floor that reads ‘Angus’ and was installed
during the 1924-1925 apartment conversion;

multi-coloured marble mosaic floor at the base of the main fireplace that reads ‘O Ye Fire and
Heat Praise Ye the Lord’;

massive Arizona sandstone overmantle in the main entry, intricately carved, featuring
columns, vine and plant details (Byzantine acanthus), and a central ‘BTR’ cartouche sculpture;
fireplaces, mantles, and tilework throughout;

wainscoting at various heights and in various woods, including Australian tallow wood,
blonde oak, and red bean;

original moulded and beamed ceilings;

original solid wood doors with original hardware; and

original woodwork, including columns, mouldings and trim throughout areas of the interior.
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RESEARCH SUMMARY

CIVIC ADDRESS: 1523 Davie Street, Vancouver, British Columbia
LEGAL ADDRESS: Lot 14, Block 49, District Lot 185

ORIGINAL OWNER: Benjamin Tingley Rogers

ARCHITECT: Samuel Maclure

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1900-1901

PUBLICATIONS:

Bentall, Shirley. The Charles Bentall Story: A Man of Industry and Integrity. The Bentall
Group Limited, 1986.

City of Vancouver Heritage Interiors Project. F.G. Architectural & Planning Consultants,
1996.

Kalman, Harold and Ward, Robin. Exploring Vancouver: The Architectural Guide.
Vancouver: D & M Publishers Inc., 2012.

Kluckner, Michael. Vanishing Vancouver. North Vancouver: Whitecap Books Ltd., 1990.
Luxton, Donald. Building the West: The Early Architects of British Columbia. Vancouver:
Talonbooks, 2007, 2" ed.

Vancouver Daily World. July 15, 1901, page 2.

1912 City of Vancouver Fire Insurance Map
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ARCHIVAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Gabriola, showing front facade with porte-cochere, The Charles Bentall Story: A Man of Industry and Integrity,
page 87

B.T. Rogers’ residence on Davie Street at Nicola, Vancouver Public Library (VPL) 7624
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1904, B.T. Rogers’ residence on Davie Street at Nicola, VPL 7161

1904, B.T. Rogers’ residence Gabriola on Davie Street at Nicola is the background for a small child on
horseback, VPL 7125
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Gabriola, southwest view, from Broughton

Gabriola, postcard
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Gabriola, 1925 or 1926, City of Vancouver Archives (CVA) Bu N233

Angus Apartments, The Charles Bentall Story: A Man of Industry and Integrity, page 103
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Left: B.T. Rogers, 1914, in Howay and Scholefield, page 992
Right: Charles Bentall, at Gabriola, 1972, The Charles Bentall Story: A Man of Industry and Integrity, page 183

Left: Gabriola, staircase showing the entrance to the Bentall Apartment to the left, The Charles Bentall Story:
A Man of Industry and Integrity, page 156

Right: Gabriola restored in 1978 by Dominion Construction Company, The Charles Bentall Story: A Man of
Industry and Integrity, page 178
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CURRENT MAPS AND PHOTOGRAPHS

1523 Davie Street, view to north, Bing Maps

1523 Davie Street, view to east, Bing Maps
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1523 Davie Street, view to west, Bing Maps

1523 Davie Street, view to south, Bing Maps
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EXTERIOR
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